[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
Adressing the Socioeconomic Root Causes of Homelessness in Both Developing and Developed Countries 
Global Mayors Forum
Issue Description:
Homelessness is a growing global challenge that affects countries across all income levels. While the visible symptoms of homelessness
People living on streets, in shelters, or in unstable housing—are similar worldwide, the underlying socioeconomic root causes vary significantly between developing and developed nations. Addressing homelessness therefore requires understanding the structural forces that push individuals and families out of stable housing in the first place.
In developed countries, homelessness is often driven by a combination of rising housing costs, widening income inequality, stagnant wages, and insufficient social safety nets. Many cities in North America and Europe face severe shortages of affordable housing, making it difficult for low-income individuals to secure long-term accommodation. Additional contributing factors include job insecurity, mental health challenges, and lack of access to essential services. Marginalized communities—such as migrants, Indigenous populations, and people with disabilities—are often disproportionately affected.
In developing countries, homelessness frequently stems from rapid urbanization, poverty, unemployment, and weak public infrastructure. Large informal settlements grow as rural populations migrate to cities seeking economic opportunity. Natural disasters, conflict, and land insecurity also play major roles. In many regions, people experiencing homelessness are not only those living on the street but also the millions residing in overcrowded, unstable, or unsafe informal housing.
Geographically, homelessness is most severe in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Latin America, where housing shortages and economic instability are widespread. However, major cities such as Los Angeles, London, Toronto, Sydney, and Tokyo are also experiencing rising homelessness as housing prices outpace income growth.
Several international and regional organizations are actively working to address homelessness. The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) supports countries in developing inclusive housing policies. The World Bank funds urban development and poverty reduction projects. NGOs such as Habitat for Humanity, Amnesty International, and The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies work to expand housing access, support vulnerable populations, and advocate for policy reforms.
Addressing the socioeconomic root causes of homelessness requires a comprehensive approach that combines affordable housing, job creation, social services, and long-term poverty reduction strategies.
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/08/homelessness-urban-housing-affordability/
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/news/2025/05/106848/un-searches-solutions-global-housing-crisis
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2023/11/sdg_11_synthesis_report_2023.pdf
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