


Enhancing the climate resilience of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) against sea-level rise, extreme weather, and related vulnerabilities.
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSEMBLY
Issue Description:
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) face some of the most severe climate-related challenges in the world, despite contributing a small share to global greenhouse-gas emissions. Their geographic characteristics such as small land area, low elevation, and heavy dependence on coastal ecosystems make them highly vulnerable to rising sea levels, stronger tropical storms, coastal erosion, saltwater intrusion, and unpredictable weather patterns. These impacts threaten not only the physical environment of SIDS, but also their economic stability, food security, health systems, and long-term national viability. 
The global stance recognizes SIDS as a priority group requiring urgent support. Under frameworks such as the Paris Agreement, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the international community acknowledges that SIDS need enhanced adaptation funding, improved technology access, and stronger disaster-risk management systems. While many SIDS are developing national adaptation plans and investing in climate-resilient infrastructure, their progress is limited by financial constraints, high costs of implementation, and dependence on international assistance. 
The impacts of climate change vary across SIDS regions, but the vulnerabilities follow similar patterns. In the Pacific (e.g., Tuvalu, Kiribati, Fiji), sea-level rise is already threatening freshwater supplies and coastal settlements. In the Caribbean (e.g., Barbados, Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda), stronger hurricanes cause repeated economic losses and infrastructure damage. In the Indian Ocean (e.g., Maldives, Seychelles), coastal erosion and coral-reef degradation undermine tourism and fisheries. Because these states often rely on limited economic sectors and have small domestic markets, extreme events can wipe out years of development in a matter of hours.
A range of international organizations, institutions, and alliances support SIDS in building climate resilience. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) provides mechanisms such as the Adaptation Fund and the Loss and Damage agenda. The Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) represents SIDS in climate negotiations and advocates for stronger global action. The Green Climate Fund (GCF) and Global Environment Facility (GEF) finance adaptation projects, including coastal defenses, renewable energy deployment, and early-warning systems. Regional bodies such as the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC) and the Pacific Community (SPC) offer technical expertise, data, and capacity-building. Together, these actors form the backbone of international cooperation aimed at strengthening resilience and safeguarding the future of SIDS.
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Good luck with your research reports delegates!
Meetkamal Kaur & Lucas Cui 
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