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Introduction
Unaccompanied refugee children are the minors who flee their countries of origin alone or without protection from parents or other relatives. During the first half of 2023, 110 millions of people were forcibly displaced worldwide, including 36.4 millions refugees. This refugee population comprised 13.7 millions children, 153 000 of whom were unaccompanied and separated refugee children (UASC). This number has increased for several decades due to international conflicts, as wars, but also because of important poverty that exists in low-income countries (LIC), terrorism, living conditions, that are degraded by the cost of living crisis, and climate change, which worsens exceptional climatic episode. Since the creation of the United Nations International Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF) in 1946 and the proclamation of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, adopted by the United Nations in 1959, the rights of all children are defined, to ensure their protection and their welfare. However, during the dangerous journeys that children have to face to flee their countries of origin, these rights are often violated, and UASC are thus often victims of a many abuses of all sorts. These rights were officially protected in 1987, with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which was applied and implemented  in 1990.
The Committee
General Assembly 4 is a fairly ordinary committee, meaning there are no special Rules of Procedure specific to this committee. In MUNA, General Assembly 4 deals with issues on special politics and decolonization (SPECPOL), that covers many various topics. The delegates debate together about issues, in order to wright resolutions. Note that money should not prevent a delegate from voting for or against a resolution, thanks to the UN’s unlimited funds.
Keywords
CRC: Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Child: it is here important to give an official definition of what a child is. According to the CRC, a child can be defined as “every human being below the age of 18 years, unless under the low applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier”.
UASC: unaccompanied and separated children. The words “unaccompanied children” refer to children who are separated from their parents and other relatives. In other words, these children travel alone or without legal protection.
The separated children are not with both of their parents, but they can be with relatives.
LIC: low-income country, an emerging  country. Most refugees’ origin countries are LIC.
HIC: high-income country, a developed country. Most refugees’ host countries are HIC.
UNICEF: United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund. NGA which takes part of the UN and  which is responsible of protecting the rights of every child.
NGA: non-governmental organization.
CSR: Constitution relating on the Status of Refugees.
Resettlement: process that consists to transfer refugees from a state where they have sought protection to another state where their asylum application is accepted.
Repatriation: when refugees return to their country of origin, either because of their choice or because they are refused in their host country.
Integration: it arises when refugees are accepted in the country their wanted and when  they obtain a legal status of refugee.
Overview
There are nowadays 153 000 children who have the status of UASC worldwide, mainly due to the important international conflicts that several countries undergo. The rise of the refugees’ number is caused by the several international crisis that the world know currently. We can mention for instance the wars in Ukraine and in the Earlier East. But there are also international crises, as climate change, which hit every country, but more especially Pacific Islands (Marshall,  Tuvalu,  Nauru, Tokelau, Kiribati) and Maldives in the Indian Ocean. The famine is still present in the Horn of Africa, including mainly Somalia, Ethiopia and Eritrea.  The important cost of living crisis forced also people of LIC to flee toward HIC. The main refugees flaws are namely from Central America (Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Belize and Mexico)  and Caribbean to the United States, from African and Asian countries to Europe, with the extremely dangerous crossing of the Mediterranean sea, and more recently from Pacific Islands to Australia. Terrorism in Middle East is also increasing this important flight toward developed countries.
The UASC fleeing these countries have many reasons to travel alone. Sometimes, their parents were stopped or killed during the journey. These children often began their route alone, with just few information about where they are going to. Lost, these children undergo many abuses because of their vulnerability and due to their inexperience. The abuses imposed to UASC are almost always against the rights defined in the CRC. Those abuses can be of all sorts. We can mention sexual abuses (from sexist behavior to rape), which hits especially girls, forced work, military recruitment, human trafficking and modern slavery, but also detention, discrimination and disrespect of the health, of the right to the education and of the totality of the children’s rights overall.
Arguments
A child is first and foremost a child, that is to say children's rights have to be respected, no matter the age, the origin, the religion, the physical appearance of the child.
LIC are the countries where the child’s rights are the more likely to be violated, because of the great poverty or violence that exist in these countries. That is mainly for this reason  that children must flee their country of origin.
The children could see and undergo things that children have not to live normally. They can then be injured physically but also psychologically. Indeed, these children have to face many dangers, provoked for instance by the armed conflicts. Some can be traumatized after the ordeals they faced. NGA have consequently to help and protect children in their country of origin, during their journey, and also when they arrive in their host countries. Countries,  whatever their status, must also participate to protecting the rights of UASC.
Countries that host the most important number of refugees are Turkey (3,4 millions), Iran (3,4millions), Columbia (2,5 millions), Germany (2,5 millions) and Pakistan (2,1 millions).
Over half of the whole refugee population come from only three countries: Syria (6,5 millions),  Afghanistan (6,1 millions) and Ukraine (5,9 millions).
As soon as UASC arrive in HIC or host countries (which can be LIC), they are always vulnerable and fall often in poverty, either because they don’t know where they have to go or because their asylum application is not still handled. In this case, they are placed in refugees camps, where living conditions are often difficult (Gambella Camp in Ethiopia or Rohingyas’ refugees camps in Bangladesh).
If they asylum application has been denied (and it arises very frequently for UASC), they can be brought back in their country of origin. It is called repatriation.
However if their asylum application has been accepted, children can stay in the state they are registered, and become thereby legal refugees. UASC are then either integrated in the country they arrived and can be adopted by a host family. It is named integration.
An other way of taking charge of UASC is the resettlement. It means that UASC are host in another country that the one in which they arrived.
Timeline of events
11th December 1946 – Creation of the UNICEF by the United Nations, in order to promote the welfare of children at the end of the Second World War.
28th July 1951 – Convention of Geneva, which defined the way in which a state has to accord the status of refugee to somebody. It was also called: the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (CSR).
20th November 1959 – Writing of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child. This text was adopted by the UNICEF and defined its main tenets.
4th October 1967 – The 1967 Protocol came into force. It allowed to widen the impact of the CSR.
20th November 1989 – Proclamation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which gave new rights to children and which officially protected these rights.
Since the 1990’s – Escalation of the humanitarian crisis in the world and explosion of the number of refugees and UASC:
· 1994: Rwandan genocide,
· 2001 & 2021: Afghanistan war,
· 2004: Indian Ocean Tsunami,
· 2010: Arab Spring and beginning of the civil war in Syria,
· 2022: Invasion of Ukraine.
· 2023: Resumption of the conflict opposing Israel to Palestine.
Resolution
When composing a resolution, delegates should carefully consider their country’s perspective and opinion on the matter. Having read this research report is a good starting point for your research. Bear in mind that a resolution has for goal to reach an agreement between the different UN countries. Try to gather all interests of the countries concerned by the UASC’s arrival or departure. Countries of origin of UASC are often LIC, so these lands need a social and economical help to be free of poverty and violence: find means of making life of people and UASC better in those areas, without forgetting the UN countries interests. Concerning the way in which protecting the rights of UASC, remember that NGA may have an influence on this issue and that states are not the only actors on the matter.
Of course, you have to bear in mind that measures proposed must be feasible. Moreover, it is preferable to know the policy of the country your represent, but also the one of the countries involved in your issue (neighboring countries for instance). Being acquainted with international crisis, as wars or great difficulties which undergo some countries could also help you.
Links and sources
Data on refugees: https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/
Informations on UASC: https://www.unhcr.org/hk/en/unaccompanied-children
The globalization of refugee flows: https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/184471586279885821/pdf/The-Globalization-of-Refugee-Flows.pdf
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees | OHCHR
Convention on the Rights of the Child | OHCHR
What is resettlement | UNHCR Integration Handbook
UASC arrivals in Europe in 2020: https://www.unicef.org/eca/sites/unicef.org.eca/files/2021-03/UNHCR-UNICEF-IOM%20Factsheet%20on%20refugee%20and%20migrant%20children%20Jan-June%202020.pdf
