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Introduction
Urban crime and violence are huge problems that affect both developing and
developed countries. Robbery, murder, assault, substance abuse, and the use of
weapons highly impacts citizens and their everyday life. These issues lead to
significant challenges to public safety, economic stability, and social cohesion.
Urbanization continues to grow, as most people reside in a city. Therefore, it has
been an urgent priority for researchers, policymakers, and community leaders to
understand the dynamics of urban crime. Urban crime is influenced by various
factors, often shaped by characteristics of urban environments.

The Committee
You will be a delegate in the Global Mayors forum, a unique committee within the
United Nations that does not have any special rules of procedure. The General
Assembly’s rules of procedure apply to the Global Mayors Forum. The Global
Mayors Forum discusses social, economic, and sustainable issues affecting
metropolitan cities. Therefore, each delegate will represent a metropolitan city as
their mayor. The delegate acts as the mayor for the capital city of their allocated
nation. As a delegate of the Global Mayors forum you will partake in the debate
about resolutions. Resolutions have to be handed in beforehand by each delegation.
It is important to take into account that money does not play a role in MUNA, thus it
is expected that a delegate does not speak against a resolution due to financial
reasons.
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Overview
1. Types of Urban Crime

● Violent Crimes: Assault, robbery, and gang-related violence.
● Property Crimes: Burglary, vandalism, and theft.
● Cybercrime: Increasingly common in urban centers due to digital connectivity.

2. Factors Influencing Crime
● Economic Disparities: Unemployment and poverty foster environments

conducive to criminal activity.
● Social Fragmentation: Weak community bonds and social isolation can

increase vulnerability.
● Urban Design: Poorly lit streets, lack of surveillance, and neglected public

spaces provide opportunities for crime.
● Insufficient Policing: Inadequate law enforcement resources or community

mistrust of police reduce crime deterrence.

Keywords
Urban Safety: Measures and policies aimed at ensuring security and reducing risks
in urban areas.
Crime Reduction: Strategies and actions undertaken to decrease the incidence of
criminal activities.
Community Policing: A collaborative law enforcement approach that fosters
partnerships between police and local communities to enhance public safety.
Urban Design: The process of planning and shaping cities to improve their
functionality, safety, and aesthetics.
Environmental Planning: Strategies to design urban spaces in ways that deter
crime, such as through lighting and accessibility.
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED): A multidisciplinary
approach that focuses on urban planning and design to reduce criminal
opportunities.
Violent Crimes: Offenses involving physical harm or threats, such as assault or
robbery.
Property Crimes: Crimes involving theft or destruction of property, including
burglary and vandalism.
Cybercrime: Illegal activities carried out through digital means, such as hacking or
online fraud.
Economic Disparities: Differences in wealth and income levels that can contribute
to social inequality and crime.
Social Fragmentation: The breakdown of social bonds and community cohesion,
often leading to increased vulnerability.
Predictive Policing: Using data analytics and AI to anticipate crime hotspots and
optimize resource allocation.
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Public Surveillance: Monitoring public spaces with CCTV or similar tools to deter
and investigate crimes while safeguarding privacy.
Youth Engagement: Programs aimed at involving young people in productive
activities to reduce the risk of criminal behavior.
Social Housing: Affordable housing initiatives designed to support economically
disadvantaged groups and reduce inequality.
Judicial Efficiency: Reforms and practices aimed at expediting court processes and
resolving cases swiftly.
Smart Technologies: The use of advanced technology, such as AI and IoT, to
enhance urban safety and crime prevention.
Data-Driven Approaches: Utilizing statistical analysis and data modeling to inform
crime prevention strategies.
Legislative Reforms: Changes in laws and regulations to address systemic issues
and enhance public safety.
Regional Collaboration: Cooperation between neighboring cities or regions to
tackle shared challenges like organized crime.
Urban Infrastructure Development: Building or improving physical and
organizational structures to support safer communities.
Ethical Surveillance: The use of monitoring tools with respect for individual privacy
and human rights.
Homicide Reduction: Strategies and policies aimed specifically at decreasing the
rate of murders.
Gang Violence Prevention: Initiatives focused on reducing criminal activities
associated with gangs.
After-School Programs: Educational or recreational activities for children outside
school hours to reduce delinquency.
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Arguments

1. Economic Growth: Crime deters investment and tourism, hampering
economic development. Cities with lower crime rates are more attractive to
businesses and foster thriving local economies.

● Research further: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. (2019). Global
Study on Homicide.

2. Social Stability: High crime rates exacerbate social inequality and community
fragmentation, perpetuating cycles of poverty and insecurity. Safer cities
promote stronger social cohesion.

● Research further: National Crime Prevention Council. (2018). Building Safer
Communities.

3. Quality of Life: Crime affects residents' mental and physical well-being,
limiting their freedom to enjoy public spaces and engage in community life.

● Research further: World Health Organization. (2019). Urban Health Initiatives.

4. Global Competitiveness: Safe urban environments are essential for
positioning cities as leaders in innovation, culture, and commerce on the
global stage.

● Research further: Economist Intelligence Unit. (2021). Safe Cities Index.

5. Educational Opportunities: High-crime areas often see reduced access to
quality education, as schools in these regions struggle with safety concerns
and reduced enrollment. Reducing crime fosters a better environment for
learning.

● Research further: National Center for Education Statistics. (2020). Indicators
of School Crime and Safety.

6. Health and Well-being: Crime contributes to stress, anxiety, and trauma
among urban residents. Safer cities promote mental and physical health,
encouraging active lifestyles and community interaction.

● Research further: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2019). Social
Determinants of Health.
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7. Environmental Benefits: Urban areas with reduced crime are more likely to

invest in public spaces such as parks and recreational facilities, which
enhance environmental sustainability and community engagement.

● Research further: Urban Land Institute. (2020). Building Healthy Places
Initiative.

8. Technological Advancement: Addressing urban crime encourages the
integration of smart technologies, improving overall urban management and
innovation capabilities.

● Research further: Smart Cities Council. (2020). Role of Technology in Crime
Reduction.

9. Urban Resilience: Crime undermines a city’s ability to respond to other
challenges, such as natural disasters or pandemics, by straining resources and
public trust.

● Research further: The Resilient Cities Network. (2021). Urban Resilience and Safety.
Retrieved from https://resilientcitiesnetwork.org
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Resolution
When composing a resolution, a delegate should carefully consider their country’s
perspective and opinion on the matter. This research report is a good starting point
for your research. Try to think of ways that offer a solution for all countries involved to
protect cultural diversity of national, ethnic, religious, and linguistic minorities.
Remember to focus on all nations in the world keeping in mind the different crises in
the world and the effects people all over the world experience from them. Make sure
the measurements are realistic and achievable.

Moreover, you should keep in mind that different countries have different policies and
keep the global differences in mind. These differences might be economic; however,
they are also largely cultural. Make sure to research your country in detail, and keep
in mind that you are speaking as if representing that nation. Therefore, make sure to
have done some research about your country’s policies before joining the
conference.
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