


COMBATTING MARINE PLASTIC WASTE AND MICROPLASTICS THROUGH SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSEMBLY
Issue Description:
Marine plastic pollution has become one of the most persistent environmental challenges of the 21st century. Each year, millions of tons of plastic enter the world’s oceans through rivers, coastal dumping, inadequate waste management, and unsustainable global consumption patterns. Larger plastic debris gradually breaks down into microplastics which are tiny particles now detected in seawater, deep-sea sediments, marine organisms, and even the human food chain. Plastics do not biodegrade, meaning they accumulate over time and create long-term ecological, economic, and potential health risks.
The global stance on this issue has shifted significantly in recent years. Most UN member states now recognize that plastic pollution cannot be solved through isolated national strategies. Instead, a full life-cycle approach is needed, addressing plastic production, product design, consumption, waste reduction, recycling, and circular-economy transitions. While many countries support stronger regulations and international agreements, progress remains uneven due to differing economic interests, production capacities, and levels of dependence on single-use plastics.
Certain regions and countries experience the impacts of marine plastic waste more extremely. Developing countries in Southeast Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa face challenges such as limited waste-management infrastructure, rapid urbanization, and heavy reliance on low-cost plastics. Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are especially vulnerable: despite contributing minimally to global plastic production, they suffer major consequences as marine litter threatens tourism, fisheries, coastal ecosystems, and food security. In these areas, plastic pollution directly affects livelihoods and environmental stability.
A range of organizations and institutions are involved in combatting marine plastic pollution. UNEP coordinates global research and leads negotiations for a legally binding Global Plastics Treaty under the United Nations Environment Assembly. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) regulates waste disposal from ships through MARPOL Annex V. Environmental NGOs such as the Ocean Conservancy and WWF support the effort by conducting scientific research, running cleanup campaigns, and advising governments on policy solutions. Together, these actors drive international cooperation and help push countries toward long-term, coordinated action against plastic pollution.
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Good luck with your research reports delegates!
Meetkamal Kaur & Lucas Cui 
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