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Introduction
COVID-19, short for Corona Virus Disease 2019, has pretty much changed the lives of all
human beings across the globe. The coronavirus, the cause of COVID-19, is part of a large
family of viruses that cause illness, ranging from the common cold to more serious diseases.
The COVID-19 pandemic has been defined as the greatest challenge humans have faced since
the Second World War.
The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are:
o Fever
o Dry cough
o Tiredness
o Aches and pains
o Sore throat
o Diarrhoea
o Headache
o Loss of taste or smell
The pandemic can be brought to an end when large parts of the world population have reached
immunity. This immunity cannot only be achieved through an infection with the coronavirus
itself, but also through the use of vaccines. Many countries are trying to develop these
vaccines, however, there are some strict procedures, causing lots of vaccines to be rejected.
The three main types of COVID-19 vaccines that are, or soon will be, undergoing large scale
clinical trials in the United States; mRNA vaccines, protein subunit vaccines and vector
vaccines.

The Committee
Our committee will be the “GA3, Environmental, Humanitarian and Health issues”. This year
our issues are:
1. The issue of slow progress made regarding targets set in the Paris Climate
Agreement
2. The issue of coordinated efforts to vaccinate the world’s population for COVID-19
General Assembly 3 is a fairly ordinary committee, meaning there are no special Rules of
Procedure specific to this committee. In MUNA, In the Third Committee items on the agenda
relate to a range of social, humanitarian affairs and human rights issues that affect people
all over the world.
A little-known fact about our committee: the 3rd committee of the UN inspired this
committee. This committee also considers significant problems such as, but not limited to,
the lack of women’s rights around the world.
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Keywords
mRNA vaccine = a vaccine that contains material from (in this context) the coronavirus
itself. This material gives our cells instructions for how to make a harmless protein that is
unique to the virus. With this protein, the virus can be beaten before it causes the illness,
COVID-19, itself.
Protein subunit vaccines = a vaccine that includes harmless pieces of the virus, which
cause COVID-19 instead of the entire germ.
Vector vaccines = a vaccine that contains a weakened version of a living virus, a virus
slightly differing from the coronavirus, which contains identical genetic material to the
coronavirus, since the genetic material of the coronavirus is partially injected into this
virus.
Antibodies = a protective protein produced by the immune system in response to
depressants of a foreign substance, called an “antigen”.

Research Report
Model United Nations Alfrink
2021

Overview
Wealthy nations representing just 14% of the world's population own over half of the
most promising vaccines. This means the most vulnerable people in the world –
including refugees, marginalized groups and people living in conflict zones – risk being
left behind unless urgent action is taken to make sure enough doses are manufactured.
In conflict zones, public distrust is especially rampant because people have often
experienced neglect, chronic poverty and discrimination and corruption; sometimes at
the hands of their own governments. When people understand public health systems to
be a function of these governments, this lack of trust can quickly thwart vaccination
campaigns.
Massive and well-managed community engagement and trust-building campaigns are
imperative. They must be aimed at understanding people's prior experiences with their
public health systems and governments, after which they can provide them with factual
information.
Some vaccines have already been developed and approved:
- The vaccine developed by the Swedish-British drugmaker in partnership with the
University of Oxford is called Oxford-AstraZeneca.
- India approved the Covaxin vaccine. Less than a week after launching the world’s
largest inoculation drive, India has shipped tens of thousands of free doses of COVID-19
vaccines to neighboring countries.
- The first coronavirus vaccine authorized for use in the EU is the drug produced by
German biotech firm BioNTech is called BioNTech-Pfizer.
- The Russian Federation was the first country to approve a vaccine months ahead of
other countries. The vaccine is called Sputnik V.
- Chinese regulators gave approval for a vaccine developed by the Beijing unit of the
state-backed Sinopharm. This vaccine is called Sinopharm. Like the Sinopharm
vaccines, the vaccine produced by Beijing-based biopharmaceuticals produced another
vaccine called Sinovac.

A website we also advise you to take a look at:
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/guide-global-covid-19-vaccine-efforts
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Arguments in favour of the issue:
o The COVID-19 vaccination generally ensures that people will no longer be
infected by COVID-19. Even in case people do happen to be infected, it will
prevent serious illness. Getting vaccinated also means that people protect the
people that surround them. In particular, those who are most vulnerable and have
an increased risk of obtaining severe illness from COVID-19 benefit in this way.
o The COVID-19 vaccination is a safer way for people to build up protection against
the virus than waiting for immunity by actually getting infected and taking the risk
of ending up extremely ill. The COVID-19 vaccine will protect people by creating
an antibody response without them having to experience severe illness first.
o The vaccination is the only and therefore an extremely important tool to eventually
make an end to the pandemic. Wearing facemasks and social distancing are
simply not enough to seize the spread of the virus. Vaccines affect your immune
system in such a way that it will be ready to fight the virus in case you are
exposed, which makes them highly effective.

Arguments against the issue:
o How can we be sure that the vaccine is
completely safe when it had to be created
in such a short period of time? The
development and production of quite a few
of the leading global vaccines have been
accomplished in less than ten months.
Usually, it takes up to a decade to produce
a decent and safe vaccine. Have the
creators and producers of the vaccines
perhaps skipped important steps whilst
developing and testing the vaccines?
o A large part of the population wonders why
they should be vaccinated when most of
the people in society have already been
vaccinated. These people simply feel like
they are test-subjects to science. They
believe that if a major part of society has
already been vaccinated, they should be
safe and thereby do not feel like they need
to get their vaccination.
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Timeline of Events

Research Report
Model United Nations Alfrink
2021
Resolution
In order to solve this issue, we must agree upon a resolution. It is therefore your
task to write a resolution to resolve the issue of failing coordinated efforts to
vaccinate the world’s population for COVID-19. What should be done in order to
convince people to get their vaccination? And how can we make sure that all
people (including those in developing countries, etc.) get access to the
vaccines?
In order to write this resolution, you should consider your countries stands on
this issue and think of ways of how your country would approach and tackle it.
If your country does not seem to be directly involved in the issue, make sure to
research the countries with which you are allied diplomatically and look at the
stance they take on this issue. In that way, you should know which resolutions
to help with and vote on.

Links and sources
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-54883383
https://www.europeanlung.org/en/covid-19/what-is-covid-19/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html
https://www.britannica.com/science/antibody
https://www.dw.com/en/the-covid-19-vaccines-where-do-they-come-from-wherewill-they-go/a-56134178
https://www.statista.com/chart/23885/coronavirus-vaccine-production-capabilitiesby-country/
https://www.thelondoneconomic.com/news/covid-19-debunking-the-mostcommon-anti-vaxxer-arguments-211713/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-55748124
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/getting-vaccines-everyone-everywhere
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-54027269

